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shall think proper to issue them, in as full and ample a manner as if they were
signed by the Court of Directors for the time being. The gentlemen who
compose the Secret Committee under the present direction are Peter Godfrey,
John Payne, Christopher Burrow, Roger Drake and Jones Raymond, Esquires,
the two first named gentlemen being the present Chairman and Deputy Chair-
man to the Court.

6.    Before we proceed to give you the necessary informations and direc-
tions in the usual method, we must premise that the many difficultys and
embarrasments attending the late arrival of our shipping in general, together
with those arising from the present situation of publick affairs, unavoidably
prevent our being so full in this letter as we could wish; the greater therefore
must be our confidence in and dependance upon your good  conduct and
management, and we hope your good sence, animated by a dutiful zeal to
serve the Company, will supply the defect of particular instruction in every
instance that comes before you of any material consequences.

First, of shipping

7.   The names and destination of the several ships taken into the Com-
pany's service this season are as follows:

Ships                    Tons

Onslow                ...   499

Sandwich             ...   499

Triton                  ...   499

Boscawen             ...   499

Norfolk                ...   499

Tavistock             ...   499

Princess Augusta ...   499

Falmouth             ...   499

Warwick              ...   499

Ilchester               ...   499

Worcester            ...   499

Grantham            ...   499

Fox                     ...   499

Elizabeth             ...   499

Prince Edward     ...   499

Hawke               ....   499

Latham               ...   499

York                    ...   499

Lord Anson          ...   499

Thomas Hinde
John Purling
Francis Harris
Benjamin Braund
Pinson Bonham
Benjamin Jenkins
Thomas Baddison
James Dale
Nicholas Webb
John Tedd
Edward Tiddeman
John Oliver
Alexander Hume
Robert Burdett
James Haldane
Richard Drake
John Foot
Peter Lascelles
Edward Lord Chick

St. Helena and China
China directly

Fort St. George & China

St. Helena and Bencoolen
Madeira & Coast and Bay

Coast and Bay

Persia and Bombay
Bombay

8.   Besides Which we purchased a vessel for an advice boat and called her
the Prince Henry packet, and have given the command of her to Captain
John Murnford.   She sailed from the Downes as has been beforementioned
on the Sth of August last for Fort St. George, on purpose to give notice of the
war with France.
9.   The ship Onslow for St. Helena and Limpao in China sailed from
Spithead on the 3rd of December. .
10.    The   Sandwich and   Triton   for   Canton   directly   With   the   whole*